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Evaluating Thermal Tolerance of 
Kelp Forests in the Salish Sea
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• Canopy forming species
• Nereocystis/Macrocystis
• During summer months, the SST 
in the Central Strait of Georgia is 
5 or 6ºC warmer on average than 
the Strait of Juan De Fuca

• Most susceptible stages
• Annual life cycle
• Rapid recovery in cool climate
• Suppressed recovery for up to two year 
from warm climate
• Canopy required to facilitate new 
recruitment
• Increased temperature may affect: 
• early developmental stages














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































• Dr. Sherryl Bisgrove
• Dr. Bill Heath
• Pacific Salmon Foundation
• Nile Creek Enhancement Society
• Project Watershed
• Amanda & Rob  Zielinski
• Tommy Kim and Mary Clinton
Questions?
